Pumas Caged

Colts 6 – Caterham Pumas 4

The Colts turned into big game hunters today, taming the snarling pumas with a combination of superbly worked goals and titanic defending which left their hapless opposition meowing like tabby cats.

The match started explosively when Steven raced past the goalie on the right of the box after 2 minutes only to shave the post.  A minute later, Grant kicked the ball past the centre line straight into the path of Steven on max thrust – he sped past the defenders and rounded the goalie who decided he wanted to dance, pulling steven to the ground inside the box – PENALTY.  Superskip Greg lined up to take it, and proving that even god-like figures can err, kick it past the left post.

No messing with Superskip though and it was straight back to business – this time Ben and Greg combined in the box forcing a handball from a hapless defender.  This time Stephen took the spot kick and Colts went up 1-0.

After 13 minutes the Pumas charged down the left and a mis-timed tackle gave away a  penalty.  Grant was left with no chance as the ball rocketed into the top right hand corner.  It was 1-1.
The mid-field of Toby, Alex, Greg and Josh were combing well, while Ben and Steven were rampaging up front.  The defence was looking good with great tackling from Scott, Donald, Nathan and Jack.  Donald arrived after 15 minutes, fresh form a rugger game where he had scored 5 tries – rumour has it that he pulled on the yellow jersey in a telephone box in Bookham High Street.

Against the run of play, Caterham scored again after 20 minutes and it looked like the Colts were on the back foot at 1-2.  Then Alex got the ball on the left wing, cut in and let a left foot shot go from 20 metres out that flew into the back of the net leaving the crowd at first breathless and then ecstatic – this must be a candidate for goal of the season.
On 26 minutes, the ever deadly Ben got the ball in the box and tucked it away to make it 3-2.  A minute later Nathan and Grant combined to keep the Pumas out before Alex hit his second to make it 4-2.  The half closed with Ben lobbing the keeper but just missing – it looked like it was curtains for the Pumas.

The second half started as the first had closed with Ben just missing after 2 minutes.  We then saw more stout defending with Nathan and Jack looking great and Scott and Donald tackling like hungry wolves.  Grant caught and kicked well and was able to get off his line rapidly to close off attacks.  Donaldo showed his Brazilian side too though when he had a beautiful volley saved on the line after 6 minutes.
On 17 minutes, Ben was in the action again, this time hitting the left post – in the ensuing tussle neither Greg of Steven could convert the bobbling ball.
After 22 minutes, Pumas struck again to make it 4-3.  Josh charged straight back one minute later and was unlucky not to score when the goalie saved it on the line.

But on 26 minutes the Pumas stunned the Bookham crown by drawing level.  Now it was time for real men to step up – the yellow tornado was about to blow at Force 10.  On 27 minutes Greg stromed forward and lobbed the keeper – 5-4 and the crowd could breath again – it looked like we were going to scrape it.  Then Steven broke through and slipped it past the stranded keeper to apply the coup de grace to the sickened Pumas.

This was pretty much the best performance your correspondent has ever seen from the Colts – this is going to be a crackerjack season – but can we stand much more of this tension?

Jack – Caterham Pumas – 21 Sep 03

Jack was in tremendous form today – he covered back at high speed and broke down attack after attack.  He was fast, he was strong, he was brave – he was……The Puma Killer.

